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CLAIMS 

1. A method for providing a hazardous material alert for use with a vehicle 
that is transporting hazardous material, the method comprising steps of: 

detecting a hazard event; and 

transmitting the hazardous material alert in response to the hazard event, 
wherein the hazardous material alert includes information relating to the hazardous 
material. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the hazard event is detected from a 
condition of the vehicle. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the hazard event is detected from an 
input received from a vehicle operator. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the hazard event is detected from a 
message received from a remote location. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the hazardous material alert has a range 
of less than 1000 feet from the vehicle. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of transmitting further 
comprises a step of transmitting the hazardous material alert using one or more 
transmitters selected from AM, FM, CB, and Police band transmitters. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising a step of activating one or 
more vehicle systems in response to the hazard event. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising a step of adjusting a 
transmission power of the hazardous material alert based on the hazard event. 

9. Apparatus for providing a hazardous material alert for use with a vehicle 
that is transporting hazardous material, the apparatus comprising: 

means for detecting a hazard event; and 

means for transmitting the hazardous material alert in response to the hazard 
event, wherein the hazardous material alert includes information relating to the 
hazardous material. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the means for detecting the hazard 
event comprises means for detecting the hazard event from a condition of the vehicle. 
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11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the means for detecting the hazard 
event comprises means for detecting the hazard event from an operator input. 

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the means for detecting the hazard 
event comprises means for detecting the hazard event from a message received from a 
central station. 

13. Apparatus for providing a hazardous material alert for use with a vehicle 
that is transporting hazardous material, the apparatus comprising: 

detection logic for receiving an indication that a hazard event has occurred; and 
transmission logic coupled to the detection logic, the transmission logic 
operating to transmit the hazardous material alert in response to hazard event, wherein 
the hazardous material alert includes information relating to the hazardous material. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the detection logic comprises input 
logic to receive an operator input, and wherein the hazard event is detected from the 
operator input. 

15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the detection logic comprises input 
logic to receive vehicle sensor input, and wherein the hazard event is detected from the 
vehicle sensor input. 

16. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the detection logic comprises input 
logic to receive a message from a central station, and wherein the hazard event is 
detected from the message from the central station. 

17. A computer-readable media comprising instructions for execution by a 
hazard detection system that is used with a vehicle transporting hazardous material, the 
instructions, when executed by the hazard detection system, cause ahazardous material 
alert to be transmitted, the computer-readable media comprising: 

instructions for detecting a hazard event; and 

instructions for transmitting the hazardous material alert in response to the 
hazard event, wherein the hazardous material alert includes information relating to the 
hazardous material. 



